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American Politics

This course provides an introduction to the evolution and current state of the academic literature on American Politics. The course emphasizes breadth over depth (although time constraints prevent us from examining all areas of American politics).  The first part of the course focuses on political behavior, while the second part emphasizes political institutions.  The class meets on Wednesdays from 3:30-6:20 in Scott Hall 212.
Students are expected to come to class prepared to discuss, in detail, all of the assigned readings.  Students may be asked to present assigned readings without prior notice.  In so doing, be prepared to discuss main themes, contributions, problems, and unanswered questions.  Additionally, each week a few students will be assigned the task of writing brief discussion papers that summarize the readings and identify weaknesses and unresolved questions (no more than 2 pages).  Papers should be e-mailed to all class members by 12:00 each Tuesday.  There will be a final examination with questions similar to those asked on the comprehensive exam.  The course grade will be determined as follows: class participation (30%), the short papers (20%), and the final exam (50%).

Many of the assigned books are available at Norris Bookstore.  Most articles are available at JSTOR or other sources accessible via the Northwestern library. Books and articles that are difficult to obtain will be made available for photocopying in the lounge the week before the class in which they will be discussed.

Class 1, September 24.  American Political Culture and Values
The Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution

The Federalist Papers, Numbers 10, 51, 70, and 78

Alexis de Toqueville, Democracy in America, Part I, Sections 2, 3, and 5; Part II, 

Sections 3-9 (all from Volume 1)

Louis Hartz, The Liberal Tradition in America (1955), Chapter 1

Seymour M. Lipset, “Why No Socialism in the United States?” In S. Bialer and S. Sluzar, Sources of Contemporary Radicalism (1977), Chapter 2

Rogers M. Smith, “Beyond Tocqueville, Myrdal, and Hartz:  The Multiple Traditions of America,” APSR 87 (1993): 549-566

Robert Putnum, “Bowling Alone: America’s Declining Social Capital,” Journal of Democracy 6 (1995): 65-78, and Chapter 1 of Bowling Alone (2000)

APSA Task Force on Inequality and American Democracy, “American Democracy in an Age of Rising Inequality,” http://www.apsanet.org/imgtest/taskforcereport.pdf (2004)
Class 2, October 1. Political Participation

Anthony Downs, An Economic Theory of Democracy (1957), Chapter 14

William Riker and Peter Ordeshook, “A Theory of the Calculus of Voting,” APSR (1968): 25-41

Steven J. Rosenstone and John Mark Hansen, Mobilization, Participation, and American Democracy (1993), Chapters 1-2, 8

Henry Brady, Sidney Verba, and Kay L. Schlozman, “Beyond SES: A Resource Model of Political Participation,” APSR 89 (1995): 271-294

Richard Timpone, “Structure, Behavior, and Voter Turnout in the United States,” APSR 92 (1998): 145-158

Alan S. Gerber and Donald P. Green, “The Effects of Personal Canvassing, Telephone Calls, and Direct Mail on Voter Turnout:  A Field Experiment,” APSR 94 (2000): 653-664

Richard R. Lau and Gerald M. Pomper, “Effects of Negative Campaigning on Turnout in U.S. Senate Elections, 1988-1998, JOP 63 (2001): 804-819

Michael P. McDonald and Samuel L. Popkin, “The Myth of the Vanishing Voter,” APSR 95 (2001): 963-974
Class 3, October 8.  Public Opinion
Philip E. Converse, “The Nature of Belief Systems in Mass Publics,” In David Apter (ed.), Ideology and Discontent (1964), Chapter 6 (excerpts)
Samuel Kernell, “Explaining Presidential Popularity,” APSR 72 (1978): 506-522

Shanto Iyengar and Donald Kinder, News That Matters (1987), Chapters 1-3, 7, 12
Benjamin I. Page and Robert Y. Shapiro, The Rational Public (1992), Chapters 1, 10

John Zaller and Stanley Feldman, “A Simple Theory of Survey Response,” AJPS 36 (1992): 579-616

Paul Sniderman, “A New Look in Public Opinion Research,” In Ada Finifter, ed., Political Science:  The State of the Discipline II, (1993), pages 220-245 (excerpts)
John L. Sullivan and John E. Transue.  “The Psychological Underpinnings of Democracy:  A Selective Review on Political Tolerance, Interpersonal Trust, and Social Capital,” Annual Review of Psychology 50 (1999): 625-650

James N. Druckman and Arthur Lupia, “Preference Formation,” Annual Review of Political Science 3 (2000): 1-24

Robert S. Erikson, Michael B. MacKuen, and James A. Stimson, The Macro Polity (2002), Chapter 1

Morris P. Fiorina and Samuel J. Abrams, “Political Polarization in the American Public,” Annual Review of Political Science 11 (2008): 563-588

Class 4, October 15.  Voting Behavior
Bernard R. Berelson, Paul F. Lazarsfeld, and William N. McPhee, Voting (1954), Chapters 1, 6-7, 11-12, 14

Anthony Downs, An Economic Theory of Democracy (1957), Chapters 1, 3, 11-13

Angus Campbell, Philip Converse, Warren Miller, and Donald Stokes, The American Voter (1960), Chapters 1-4, 6-7, 19-20

Morris Fiorina, Retrospective Voting in American National Elections (1981), Chapters 1, 5, 9, 10

Gary Jacobson, “Strategic Politicians and the Dynamics of House Elections, 1946-1986,” APSR 83 (1989): 773-793

John Ferejohn, “The Spatial Model and Elections,” In Bernard Grofman, ed., Information, Participation, & Choice (1995)

Richard R. Lau and David P. Redlawsk, “Advantages and Disadvantages of Cognitive Heuristics in Political Decision Making,” AJPS 45 (2001): 951-971

Stephen Ansolabehere, Jonathan Rodden, and James M. Snyder Jr., “The Strength of Issues: Using Multiple Measures to Gauge Preference Stability, Ideological Constraint, and Issue Voting,” APSR 102 (2008): 215-232
Class 5, October 22.  Political Parties

“Toward a More Responsible Two-Party System: A Report of the Committee on Political Parties,” APSR 44 (3, supplement) (1950): Forward, 1-14

V.O. Key, Jr., “A Theory of Critical Elections,” JOP 17 (1955): 3-18

Anthony Downs, Economic Theory of Democracy (1957), Chapter 8

Morris Fiorina, “The Decline of Collective Responsibility in American Politics,” Daedalus 109 (1980)

Joseph Schlesinger, “On the Theory of Party Organization,” JOP 46 (1984): 369-400

Keith T. Poole and Howard Rosenthal, “Spatial Realignment and the Mapping of Issues in American History: The Evidence from Roll Call Voting,” In William H. Riker, ed., Agenda Formation (1993)

John Aldrich, Why Parties?  The Origin and Transformation of Party Politics in America (1995), Chapters 1-2, 9

Marc J. Hetherington, “Resurgent Mass Partisanship: The Role of Elite Polarization,” APSR 95 (2001): 619-632

Donald Green, Bradley Palmquist, and Eric Schickler, Partisan Hearts & Minds: Political Parties and the Social Identities of Voters (2002), Chapters 1-2

Class 6, October 29.  Interest Groups

David B. Truman, The Governmental Process, 2nd ed. (1971), Introduction and Chapters 2 and 16

E.E. Schattschneider, The Semisovereign People (1960), Chapters 1, 2, 5

Peter Bachrach, and Morton Baratz, “The Two Faces of Power,” APSR (1961): 947-952.
Mancur Olson, The Logic of Collective Action (1965), Chapters 1, 2

Theodore Lowi, The End of Liberalism, 2nd ed (1979), Chapters 3, 10

Arthur Denzau, and Michael Munger, “Legislators and Interest Groups:  How Unorganized Interests Get Represented,” APSR (1986): 86-106

Richard A. Smith, “Interest Group Influence in the U.S. Congress,” LSQ 20 (1995): 89-139

Ken Kollman, “Inviting Friends to Lobby: Interest Groups, Ideological Bias, and Congressional Committees,” AJPS 41 (1997): 519-544

David Lowery and Virginia Gray, “A Neopluralist Perspective on Research on Organized

Interests,” PRQ 57 (2004): 163-175.
Class 7, November 5.  Congress (and Public Policy)
Nelson Polsby, “The Institutionalization of the U.S. House of Representatives,” APSR 62 (1968): 144-168
David R. Mayhew, Congress:  The Electoral Connection (1974), Pages 1-77

Richard F. Fenno, Jr.  Home Style:  House Members in Their Districts (1978), Introduction, Pages 1-33, 214-248

Kenneth A. Shepsle and Barry W. Weingast, “Positive Theories of Democratic Institutions,” LSQ 19 (1994): 149-179

Marc S. Hurwitz, Roger J. Moiles, and David W. Rohde, “Distributive and Partisan Issues in Agriculture Policy in the 104th House,” APSR 95 (2001): 911-922

Gary W. Cox, and Keith T. Poole, “On Measuring Partisanship in Roll-Call Voting:  The U.S. House of Representatives, 1877-1999,” AJPS 46 (2002), 477-489
John W. Kingdon, “Models of Legislative Voting,” JOP 39 (1977): 563-595

Ira Katnelson and Suzanne Mettler, “On Race and Policy History: A Dialogue about the G.I. Bill,” Perspectives on Politics 6 (2008): 519-537
Class 8, November 12.  The Presidency

Richard Neustadt, “The Power to Persuade,” In Pietro Nivola and David Rosenbloom, eds., Classic Readings in American Politics, 3rd ed, 370-378

Terry Moe, “The Political Presidency,” In John Chubb and Paul Peterson, New 

Directions in American Politics (1984), pages 235-272

Samuel Kernell, Going Public:  New Strategies of Presidential Leadership, 3rd ed (1997),

Chapters 1, 2, 4

Lyn Ragsdale and John J. Theiss, “The Institutionalization of the American Presidency, 1924-92,” AJPS 41 (1997): 1280-1318

Charles Cameron, Veto Bargaining: Presidents and the Politics of Negative Power, (2000), Chapter 2

Brandice Canes-Wrone, “The President’s Legislative Influence from Public Appeals,” AJPS 45 (2001): 313-329

Daniel Galvin, Presidential Party Building (forthcoming), Chapters 1-2

Class 9, November 19.  Bureaucratic Politics

James Q. Wilson, “The Bureaucracy Problem,” In Pietro Nivola and David Rosenbloom, 

eds., Classic Readings in American Politics, 3rd ed, 405-410 

Hugh Heclo, A Government of Strangers:  Executive Politics in Washington (1977), Chapter 1

Theodore Lowi, The End of Liberalism, 2nd ed (1979), Chapter 5

Mathew McCubbins and Thomas Schwartz, “Congressional Oversight Overlooked:  

Police Patrols vs. Fire Alarms,” AJPS 28 (1984): 165-179
Mathew McCubbins, Roger Noll, and Barry Weingast “Administrative Procedures as Instruments of Political Control,” Journal of Law, Economics, and Organization 3 (1987): 243-277

Terry Moe, “Congressional Control of the Bureaucracy:  An Assessment of the Positive Theory of ‘Congressional Dominance,’” LSQ 12 (1987): 475-520

John Stolz and B. Dan Wood, “Controlling the IRS:  Principals, Principles, and Public Administration,” AJPS 42 (1998): 141-162
Charles Shipan.  “Regulatory Regimes, Agency Actions, and the Conditional Nature of Political Influence,” APSR 98 (2004): 467-480
Johan P. Olsen, “The Ups and Downs of Bureaucratic Organization,” Annual Review of Political Science 11 (2008): 1-12

November 26.  Thanksgiving.  No Class or Catch-up Class (instead of December 10).
Class 10, December 3.  The Courts

Walter F. Murphy, “Marshalling the Court,” In Pietro Nivola and David Rosenbloom, 

eds., Classic Readings in American Politics, 3rd ed, 445-484

Martin Shapiro, “The Presidency and the Federal Courts,” In Pietro Nivola and David 

Rosenbloom, eds., Classic Readings in American Politics, 3rd ed, 485-494

Robert G. McCloskey, The American Supreme Court, 2nd ed, (1994), Chapters 1-3, 

Epilogue

Donald R. Songer, Jeffrey A. Segal, and Charles M. Cameron, “The Hierarchy of Justice:  Testing a Principal-Agent Model of Supreme Court-Circuit Court Interactions,” AJPS 38 (1994): 673-696

Lee Epstein and Jack Knight, “Field Essay: Toward a Strategic Revolution in Judicial Politics: A Look Back, A Look Ahead.” PRQ 53 (2000): 625-662

Brandice Canes-Wrone, “Bureaucratic Decisions and the Composition of the Lower Courts,” AJPS 47 (2003): 205-214
Class 11, December 10.   Catch-Up.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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